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THE WORLD MEETS UP IN 
CANNES

With its famous La Croisette, the Film Festival, 
its oh-so-photogenic sunsets over the ochre 
mountains of Estérel, natural spaces like the 
Lérins Islands or its clear preference for outdoor 
sporting activities, Cannes is a one-in-a-million 
city. A sparkling reputation, with global media 
coverage. Always dynamic thanks its cultural 
events, and a real economic force hosting a 
myriad of conferences and trade fairs. A 
multitude of assets which have patiently 
developed this city's reputation and 
attractiveness. 

But the little Mediterranean village behind this 
great city has lost none of its authentic spirit. 

Over years of history marked by the English and 
European aristocracy coming to enjoy the 
sweetness of Côte d'Azur life here in the 19th 
century, constructing magnificent buildings, 
Cannes ς a pure local product of a living and 
thriving French Riviera ς is today an 
international village, resolutely oriented 
towards welcoming the world. 

Though it may be famous, drawing 
visitors from all over the globe, this 
city of 74,040 inhabitants remains a 
town on a human scale. 

Of course, it has undergone significant 
development, but Cannes has never forgotten 
the vital importance of protecting the 
environment. This is just one of the reasons that 
our city was labelled an 'Innovative and 
Sustainable Destination' in 2023. In Cannes, 
urban and natural spaces live in harmony. 
There, everything can be reached on foot, 
soaking up new views every few hundred 
metres as you pass by the steps of the Palais des 
Festivals to the cute historic alleys of Le Suquet, 
to the shops of Rue d'Antibes and the eight 
kilometres of fine-sand beaches. This city, with 
its five ports, perfectly blends the high luxury of 
its prestigious hotels with the authenticity of a 
more modest tourism, open to all. 

That is the great strength of Cannes: here, 
everyone is welcome.. 

THE WORLD MEETS UP IN CANNES
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CANNES IN FIGURES

CANNES
IN FIGURES

3.000.000
VISITORS PER YEAR

74.040
INHABITANTS
(source INSEE 2022)

онл
DAYS / YEAR

#1
THE FILM FESTIVAL IS THE MOST HIGH-
PROFILE CULTURAL EVENT IN THE WORLD

4.500
JOURNALISTS
DURING THE FESTIVAL

19,6KM2

SURFACE AREA
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CANNES IN FIGURES

4.613.311
Number of 2024 overnight stays in Cannes in 
commercial accommodation (Source : City Hall Finance 

Department)

3
CASINOS

±L9¦· thw¢

PORT CANTO

PORT DU 
MOURE ROUGE

PORT DE LA 
POINTE CROISETTE

PORT DE 
SAINT-HONORAT

14.000
ROOMS

100
Ih¢9[{ 6

HOTELS *****

ACCOMMODATION

500
RESTAURANTS
& CAFÉS

3.000
SHOPS

мрYa
OF COASTLINE

33
PRIVATES

1
MUNICIPAL BEACH

BEACHES

1
!//9{{L.[9 .9!/I

8KM

OF BEACHES

5 PORTS
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HOWTOGETTOCANNES

Located on the Côte d'Azur, in the Alpes-Maritimes department, Cannes enjoys fantastic geographic accessibility 
and is perfectly connected.

Bytrain : the city has two train stations, including a high-speed railway station right in the city centre, 7 minutes' walk from the Palais des Festivals et 
des Congrès. High-speed and local trains (crossing the entire Côte d'Azur and even connect to Italy) stop there. For example, it takes 5 hours 15 to 
arrive from Paris or 2 hours from Marseille. You can also take the Paris Nice sleeper train. https://www .sncf-connect.com

By road : Cannesis connected to the main Europeancities via the A8 'La Provençale'motorway (exit no 41: CannesLa Boccaor no 42:
Mougins/Cannes).
A few examples:
Paris950kmςMilan320kmςGeneva630kmςBarcelona670kmςRome710kmςMunich810kmςBrussels1,220kmςAmsterdam1,400km
LaRouteNapoléon(N85), which extendsfrom GolfeJuanto Grenoble,retracesthe historic journey taken by Napoleonupon his return from the
islandof Elbain 1815.

Bybus: FlixbusandBlablaCarBusoffer connectionsto Cannes.

Byplane:
- NiceCôte-ŘΩ!ȊǳǊinternational airport is located just 30 minutes away. https://www .nice.aeroport.fr
The 81 shuttle goes to Cannes every 40 minutes and takes 45 minutes. niceairportexpress.com from the terminals. You can also go by train (25 
minutes) from the St Augustin train station, located opposite Terminal 1. Taxis and private transfers are also available.
- The Cannes-Mandelieu airport is located 15 minutes from the Palais des Festivals et des Congrès. It is dedicated to general tourism and business 
aviation. This region's economic and tourist vitality places Cannes-Mandelieu second among business-aviation airports, after Paris-Le Bourget. 
https://www .cannes.aeroport.fr

Bysea:
There are five ports in Cannes, including two in the city centre. Information and bookings: 
Å Vieuxport de CannesςIGYMarinas
Å PortPierreCantoςVilledeCannes

HOW TO GET TO CANNES
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THEIRONMASKΧANDA DIVEINTOTHELÉRINSISLANDS

This archipelago is one of Cannes' greatest prides. The Lérins Islands, 
accessible in 15 minutes by boat and just 1,300 metres off Palm 
Beach, offer a real change of scenery to all those who disembark on 
their shores. 

Ideal for sunbathing, relaxing and discovering a truly unusual heritage. These little 
Mediterranean gems present a sumptuous setting in the heart of unspoilt nature. 
Surrounded by turquoise waters, every year they welcome 400,000 visitors from all over the 
globe. The little archipelago is made up of two islands. 

Sainte-Marguerite Island is the largest (3.2 km long and 500 to 900 metres wide). It is home 
to 133 animal species (including 107 protected) and 152 hectares of state forest which can 
be appreciated from the signposted trails. It features a scrubland vegetation made up of 
lentisks, myrtles, sarsaparilla, rockroses, honeysuckles, clematis and more. To the west, 
Lake Batéguier, where sea water mixes with fresh water from an Artesian well, is a 
protected shelter, much appreciated by migratory birds. 

Sainte-Marguerite, which likely takes its name from a chapel constructed on the island in 
honour of the Martyr of Antioch, is known for its Fort. This building was constructed by 
Richelieu. It served as a state prison from 1687 onwards, then as a military prison. Today, it 
houses the Iron Mask and Fort Royal Museum. As its name suggests, there you can visit the 
amazing cell where the enigmatic 'Man in the Iron Mask' was once imprisoned.
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1,500 metres long and with a surface area of some 40 
hectares, here, everything is calm and tranquil, 
punctuated by the ringing of bells and the sound of 
prayers. 

23 Cistercian monks live here. They maintain this agricultural landscape, 
cultivating vines and olive groves to make a famous wine, olive oil and a 
selection of liqueurs. You can even take a retreat in the abbey for a 
restorative trip, in monastic style, for anywhere from a few days to a full 
week. 

Once there, you simply must admire the spectacular monastery-tower 
whose construction began around 1080. This has been the subject of 
significant restoration works and will reopen in the end of 2025. 

Another unique heritage element: the two hot-shot ovens, located on the 
eastern and western ends of the island (these can also be found on 
Sainte-Marguerite). This equipment made it possible to heat cannon balls 
to 900 degrees Celsius, setting fire to enemy ships. They have been listed 
as historical monuments since 1908.

Saint-Honorat Island belongs to the Abbey of Lérins, whose 
monastic complex lines the island's southern coast. 
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UNDER THE WATER, SIX FACES (AND PLENTY OF FISH) ARE WATCHING ! 

Since 2021, six 10-tonne sculptures have been submerged in 
the sea near the shores of Sainte-Marguerite Island. 

These were created by the international British artist Jason 
DeCaires Taylor and represent the features of six Cannes 
volunteers. 

Made from a pH-neutral, eco-friendly material, over the 
years they will be transformed into refuges for subaquatic 
plant and wildlife. A real natural gem! 

This first submarine eco-museum can be discovered simply 
with a mask and snorkel at the heart of a sector replanted 
with 3,000 m² of posidonia. 

The area around the works has been marked out as a 
sanctuary for bathers, prohibiting access and anchoring to 
motorised vehicles. 

Upon the City of Cannes' initiative, this protection area will 
be expanded in late 2024, extending from 29,000 m² to 
43,217 m².
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LE SUQUET AND THE 
DAZZLING IMPRINT OF THE 
MIDDLE AGES

Let's take to the heights, some forty metres 
above the sea. Direction? Le Suquet hill, a few 
minutes from the Palais des Festivals et des 
Congrès. There, you can climb on foot at your 
own pace, or hop on an electric bus or the little 
tourist train. It is here that Cannes' historic 
heart beats with, in particular, the traditional 
Rue Saint-Antoine, packed full of restaurants 
and shops ς a dazzling imprint of its medieval 
origins ς climbing up to the citadel. The hill 
takes its name from the word 'suc', meaning 
'small height'. Suquet therefore refers to an 
inhabitant of a hillside home. 

The neighbourhood's story begins in around 
1080, with the construction of the great Le 
Suquet Tower ς a 20-metre keep built by 
Aldebert II, Abbot of Lérins, which still overlooks 
the city. There, monks reigned supreme. A 
castle, houses and a few shops then began to 
appear, as well as the Notre Dame du Puy 
Church (which would later be renamed Sainte-
Anne Chapel). 

In 1919, the municipality acquired the castle to 
establish the Castre Museum there, renamed 
the 'Museum of World Explorations' in 2021. 
There, visitors can discover collections of 
antiquities, Orientalism, ethnography and 
primitive art bequeathed to the city in 1877 by 
Baron Tinco Martinus Lycklama.  As you leave 
this establishment, the views over Cannes are 
simply breath-taking. 

Another unusual site to be 
discovered: Le Suquet des Artistes. 
This is a former 350 m² morgue 
converted by the city council into a 
contemporary cultural venue. 

At the foot of the historic district, the colourful 
stalls of the Forville Market showcase the 
Provençal flavours offered up by local 
producers. 

A real Cannes staple that's about to be given a 
new lease of life thanks to the ongoing creation 
of a spectacular public garden of flavour and 
smellsΧ on the rooftop of the covered market 
hall.

LE SUQUET AND THE DAZZLING IMPRINT OF THE MIDDLE AGES
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