
 

Cannes, April 16, 2026 

 

The White Lotus Selects Cannes for Its Next Season 
 

After Hawaii, Sicily, and Thailand, Cannes has been choosen over several international 
destinations to host the filming of the highly anticipated Season 4 of the hit series The White 
Lotus, created by the talented Mike White. 

The HBO phenomenon is setting up in Cannes, marking a new milestone in the city’s 
international influence and confirming its status as a major destination for Film and TV 
production. 
 
A long-standing collaboration  

This announcement is part of a relationship that began in October 2021, when Mike White 
participated in CANNESERIES as part of the CANNESERIES Writers’ Club. Captivated by the 
destination’s unique atmosphere, the creator has since developed a close connection with 
Cannes. 
 
In the second half of 2024, an international competition brought together several 
countries—France, Spain, Italy, Ireland, Germany, and Norway—to host this new season. As 
early as the first half of 2025, the City of Cannes team initiated a series of meetings involving 
local stakeholders to highlight the area’s strengths: a unique cultural and heritage richness, a 
strong European legacy embodied by the French Riviera, and an event-driven ecosystem 
centered around the film industry. 
 
At the end of summer 2025, France was officially selected. In the fall, Mike White settled in 
Cannes to begin the writing phase, immersing himself in the city’s identity and settings. 
Location scouting and site selection then took place between the fourth quarter of 2025 and 
the first quarter of 2026, ahead of filming scheduled to begin in the second quarter of 2026. 
 
A production of international scale 

Filming will take place over more than 50 days, spread across a four-month period. 

Several iconic locations in Cannes will be showcased, including the Palais des Festivals et des 
Congrès, the Hôtel Martinez—serving as the flagship hotel for Season 4 and renamed “White 
Lotus Cannes” for the occasion—and other key sites of Cannes life, offering an exceptional 
backdrop for this new storyline. 
 
The project will also have a significant impact on the local area, generating more than 17,000 
overnight stays within the city. It will also mobilize numerous local professionals in the 
audiovisual sector, including production managers, technicians, and specialized service 
providers, directly supporting employment and local expertise. 



As seen with the previous season filmed in Thailand, the series represents a powerful driver 
of global visibility and tourism appeal. 
 
Driven by the Creative Economy  

Hosting The White Lotus fully aligns with the City of Cannes’ strategy to develop its creative 
economy. This strategy is based on a comprehensive ecosystem combining education, 
production, distribution, and innovation. At the heart of this dynamic, the Cannes On Air 
initiative embodies the city’s ambition to structure and strengthen a high-level audiovisual 
sector by connecting talent, creative locations, and industry players. 

Centered around the Georges Méliès Campus, dedicated to careers in image and writing, and 
internationally recognized infrastructure, Cannes is developing a structured center of 
excellence. This ambition is also reflected in the organization of major events such as the 
Cannes Film Festival, CANNESERIES, and the Marché du Film, all of which actively contribute 
to the sector’s vitality. 

By encouraging large-scale productions and supporting film projects, the City reinforces its 
strategic position within the cultural and creative industries while supporting local 
employment and expertise. 

 

A new international showcase 

With the arrival of The White Lotus, Cannes reaches a new milestone in its audiovisual 
development. This major production further strengthens the city’s role as an exceptional 
natural filming location and a preferred partner for major international productions such as 
Warner Bros Discovery. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 


